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RHODES,

CECIL

THE UNCROWNED  KING OF SOUTH
AFRICA,

WHO ONE OF THESE DAYS MAY BE PRESIDEND
F THE UNITED STATES OF THAT REGION,
The bLorders of the globe-<ecling British Eme
plee contain to-day few moere consplenons gures
than that of the Prime Minlster of Cape Colony,
Mr. Cechl Rhodes. He has long been known as
an ahle colinial minister, a particularly success-
ful diamond miner nad merchent, and an ame
bitlous: promoter of variou< polltieal and come
merclad gpeculationg.  Bol sin o the war party In
Matabeleland succecled In fircing thelr obeses
soversign into o campalgn against the chartered
Company, thle Minist o has Lecome a voritable
Culossus of Hhodes, bostriding two continents,
while the polltles of the Emplee flow, & troubled
stream, between hig feet, Norfe he only a Caloas-
suE, but @ Janus, ton, two-faced, at least accords
crvation. For if one {2 to bee
Heve the pverpes canny colomst, o the mizslons-
arles, op any wovast host of serjous-minded
men and women in South Afrlca and in England,
Mr, Bhodes is a strong, wise, humane man, bent
o civilizing South Afrles, snd making It a
worthy  memboer great Christlan Emplre,
And on the other haml, If une I8 o belleve
Mr. Labochere. and perhaps some thin
same Mr, [th a cholee compound of Nero,
Attt and Goenghis Khan, with soma of the logst
amlalde tralts of Lijek Turpin and Boss Tweed

of n

athers,

wles is i

thrawn in o G Gp the chinks, It 1= rcarcely
poesible thar Bathy estimpates are corm yot that
both, ot that sither, should be made of him,
nunrks Mr, Rhodes as a personag: of more than

COTMIION. intervst,

This “uncrowned King of South Africa” s
now only abour forty years ol and [t waa Joss
than a dugen vears ago that he attained any-
thing ke prominence in the affairs of the land

he now governs, He began In the diamond mines.

First heo was wp indiviidon] miner, rather more
energetio and therefore more =ues =sful than his
rivais, aml singulnciy alte In pr swonting Kaffie
workmen from stealing the preclons stones, They
=ay that the I D T.—which belng fnt e 18
the Hegitimate damonid trasde—hag n one year
wmotinted to more than a tllidon daotlars: (f this
he true, who shall rechon what 10 woul) have
heon without Mr, Bhodes aod his indosieial ins
quisitfon? He was not conte however, with
Indlvidun! mintigg. Even in that busihesa his
zchemes were lmgpwerial, Thus it was he who
consolidated all the dlgginges of Hstrict, of
the whele countey, Into one e,
probably the greatest mining « t i the
warlil, In this he showed hltisel? a n of at-
falrs equal to gigantle windertitk anid In-
spired those about him with a contidence In him
and in ks “manifesr desting thit has never
witvers 1,

It was while engaged In the great Kimberloy-
I T8 pongglidation  enterpelse thiat  Mr,
Rbodes fest reveals! his political ambition, The
story [& told thor one ddy, nlne years ago, stand-
lig (0 the offfes of w Kimberley mecchant, he

Tkl hix hand upon a map of Afriea, covering all
wntral portion from the Cape to the Zame-
ihg: “All that for England! That il
ST give your (en years to wake InS

v plled 'ln friend to whom he hiad spoken. And
unL\ there seemed then Hitle Hkellhood that such
a viglon wonld be realized. The Boors would get
thie laml, perhaps; or the Lclaiming Portu-
Bt memories of anid Gordon, and
of Rurke's Drift, made {1 writish conquasts
soict chimerieal, My, Riades went at the task,
however, with complete falth, and (n exaet]ly the
same way in which he had already achieved his
Kimberley Instead of the
Dvide and Govern, Unlie and Govern was
hig motto, e devoted hlmsell to harmonizing
the interests of the varvious natlonalitles and
colontes. He showed the Boers and the Knglish
thut thelr real alms wers one: he convinesd the
Cape and the Transvaal thae thele Interests wara
identieal, Within Cape Colony (12211, at any rate,
he wis siecessful,  There |8 to-day but one party
there,  Foglish and Duateh are anited In a New
Afrikander party, and Ceoil Rhodes is thelr
Jrophivt

Having achleved flnancial suceess almost “be-

vond the dreams of avarice,” and having got the

silid political support of the Cape, he next set
out o his vast project of terrlitorial expansion;
tor i lee Culpe Calutiy and the Cango State con-
tlguons, To do this he formed a new “John
Compuany” on a prodigious scale. The British
Spth Afrlea Company was orghitized o open
Hp Tmpirove amd admint=ter Mastonaland and all
of the ana countries it would up to
ih- vibesh The reproach bas been  cast
agninst thiz pompany that gt s commprsed  of

“Pary Hngoes andd Boyal Dukes It i true that
p.um. of 11 members answer to these dese riptions,

one wollld hesitate thus o class Professor

Phomas  Huxley  amd Professor Henry  Dreuime
peboand o Lo Kelvin . and the if Derry,
whis W stode kol M« e, M. P,
i 0 Radiead nf the Hadlcals; so is Sir Charies
Iike; Mr, Schnadhorst s the chief qm:hu o of
h[.hl*l.millhﬂ ulical “machine,” in
Iuni e Mr. MeArthur is n G --I 01
fan “whip™; u-: .lll these, and half a dosen more
Hadleal nn-t Nationalist M. 2%, are stockhoiders
i the 1]|llll'lu| Company. The fact does pot
prove that they are either Tory Jingoes or Royal
Ditkes, but that they have faith tn Mr. Rbodes
and that they Know a good Investment when they
s b M. Labouchers, M. 1, 18 not “In on the
groond Hoor" And Mre. Labouohere esteems Mr.
Rhodes to e, as aforesald, a tin de sidele cul-
mination of all the idguities of all past ages,

Further than these things, one may say that
Mr. Rhodes 15 of athistle frame and of gigantie
stature) rnldy-faced, strong-handed, delibecate in
actlon, almost auntering In step, with rather full
bt dreamy Introspective gray eves, atd the jaw
ani chin of a butldog. The drvams are for b
self,  When he speaks yon hear the  bulldos.
Thers 18 no one more direct and  rvesolute of
speccit, UL don’t want a single redeoat,” he sald
when the trouble with Lobengala began, “We'll
el the Matiabele off the earth without hothering
the Britlsh tax-payver.” Commenting on the vill-
featlon of him with which a portion of the Rrit-
feh press is reeming, he sadd:  That's the sort of
atuft that sl 1o Bunker ML 1 am loyal The
Cape 1= loval, But continued injustice and mis-
representation. will at Inst aliennte the most
toval™  And now he declares, with equal blunts
pems, thal =tnce the Coape has won the battls,
the Cape shall have the spoils, or know the rea-
won why. 1 England interferes—well, the United
States of South Africa s not an ill-sounding
BT,

Twenty-four years ago, a slekly lad, he went
from an English ruvid parsonage to the Cape
for his health—to die, most peogle thought, Toe
day Lobengula calls him “the man who sats o
while countrey for his dinner” He has held a
Waorli's Fale at Kimberley: he has butlt a rall-
roud neross the Karroo; he s bullding o telegraph
Ve from Cape Town to Alexandreia; he has ox-
tetded the border of Cape Colony o the Zambesl,
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Anid e dsoonly o young bachelor of forty, whe
has scarcely yel begun to work!
KNE DISUHARGED THE SERVAANT
From The Indianapolis Journal, <
The soung  husband  was  somewhat  Sirprisea

when his wife came into the office, She opened
t onversation at once,
“1 want enough money to go out of town for &
few days,” she sabl, “and you wlil have to take
your meals downtown for a few days’

‘Why, what does this mean?’

“It means just this. 1 got » messenger-boy  to
come to the house for Mary Ann, to tell her that
she was wanted at her sunt's, and ws woon us she
got around the corner | shul up the house and
locked It und ran away, When she comes back she
won't find any one there, We iluml awe her any-
thing, #o It I8 all right, and 1 wanted to discharge
her, but you know 1 never m{uhl dare to m:'ull Im'

to m'hlu:'l 1 knﬁ‘uﬂ ynu"nr&ut. n't diare, n' X don't
vour think your e wife nulu ell how
’tg 'mnn * €8, How, ?n'“.t{ down and

cry rlllu heu in the oMce.”



